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without effect, because the cases are by no means parallel.
They were not invested with command till they had spent
some time in the service, and exhibited proofs of (heir
courage and their capacity; ami it cannot be doubted, but
some men may discover at seventeen, more merit thuu
others in the full strength of manhood.

But, sir, there is another consideration of more import-
ance, which will annihilate the parallel, and destroy the
argument founded upon it. At the time in which these
persons were preferred, the nation had but nowly seen an
array, and had, therefore, very few old officers who.se ex-
perience could be trusted, or whose services required to
be rewarded: the ministers were obliged to select those,
who, though they did not understand tho military sciences,
were likely to attain them in a short time, and the event
has sufficiently proved, that in tho choice ao greater re-
gard was paid to interest than to judgment-
It was prudent, likewise, sir, to choose young persons,
supposing their abilities equal with those of others, be-
cause the nation was likely to possess them longer, ami
would not bo reduced, by an interval of pouee, to mako
war again with raw forces, under tho direction of ignorant
commanders.

But this provision, however reasonable, tho wisdom of
this ministry has found means to defeat, by detaining ut
home the disciplined troops, and depriving tho most expe-
rienced generals of their commands, at a time when thoy
are most necessary, ut a time when the whole world is hi
arms, when the ambition of France is reviving its claims,
and the Spaniards are preparing to invade our colonies.

But, sir, though our generals are discarded, wo are suf-
ficiently informed, that it is not because we are imagined
to be in a state of safety; for the increase of our army bo-
trays our fear, of which, whether it will be dispelled or in*
creased by such measures, it is not difficult to determine.
An army thus numerous, sir, is, in the opinion of every
honest Briton, of every man that reveres the constitution,
or loves his liberty, an evil more to be dreaded, than any
from which we can be defended by it The most unpopu*